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INTRODUCTION. 


Death and life are in the power of the tongue. Prov. xviii. 21. 


HE more valued and encouraged our brave ſeamen are for their 
many uſeful and commendable qualities, the more it 1s to be wiſhed, 
that they would be prevailed on tq ſet a due value on themſelves, 
chiefly on their immortal ſpirits; and not make ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good conſcience to their eternal boſs! © | 5 

I but elſe but the deepeſt ſubtlety of the moſt malicigus enemy of God and 
man could tempt men to profane ſwearing, curſing, and blaſpbemy, in which 
there it not the leaſt appearance of pleaſure or profit ? in which there is o- 
thing but a daring defiance of Almighty power. - 

What but the impulſes of blind folly and incurable madneſs can drive men 
to imprecate damnation on their eyes and limbs, their ſouls and bodies? 


What elſe can perſuade them to make that the language of men, which is 


Searce credible to be the language of fiends? And while that is the language 
of any man, or ſet of men, what hope can there be that they will reverence 


the ſacred bond of an oath, where the property, good name, or even the life _ | 


of another is concerned? How many recent ſtriking inſtances bave we of this 
' crime? And doth not this moſt alarming danger demand ſome ſpeedy and 
effeual remedy againſt an evil pregnant with every miſchief to civil ſo- 
ciety ? Mberein by this dreadful engine of falſe ſuecaring, the beſt may be- 
come a prey to the worſt; and the brave and good fall a ſacrifice to the | 
vileſt of men. 73 
In the midſt of theſe dangers it is ſome relief, that many wiſe and good 
men are fo providentially interſperſed with the bad, as to be a flrong _ 
. | Gn 
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3 (w] * 
and refiraint upon them : yet does not this diſtribution univerſally arreſt or 
turn aſide thoſe arrows of falſe witneſs that fly in the dark, or deſtroy at 
noon-day. Nor can the ſagacity of the moſt learned and upright Courts of 
Juftice always diſcern and defeat it, nor bring it to condign puniſhment when 
deleted : this is the Royal, the Divine prerogative of the Searcher of hearts, 
and Judge of all men. 5 | | : 
And ibo it is an old complaint founded on experience, that there is one 
event to the righteous and the wicked, to him that ſweareth, and to him 
that feareth an oath , and in the preſent ſtate no man knoweth lone or ha- 
tred by all that is before him; yet „till we know their works are in the 
| hand of God, and that for all theſe things he will bring them into judg- 
ment, neither ſhall wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to it. 


+ Ecceſ. ix. v. 2, 1. &c. 
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1. a court of Admiralty, 
held by virtue of the King's 


"a. crimes committed on the 
High Seas, within the juriſdiction 
of the Admiralty of En and, before 
the Right Workhipfal Dr. Hay, 
— Jablge, 
the Lords of the Admiralty, the 
| _ of the Judges of the A 
„end the Sy ccourable Ml . - Juſtice | 
a Noel, one of the Judges of the court 


-of Common Pleas, at Juſtice-Hall 
B 


in 'the Old- Bailey, on Friday the 


commiſſion for the trial of 


hac vice) and one of 


* ab — the oth ME 


Marcb, 17 
 Fofeph 5% Ha, knie of Tongan, b 


mat iner, was ee far the mur- 


der of John Edwards, a mariner, 
on board the ſhip Amazon, by ſtrik- 
* e with a certain handſpike 
ue 18. and other unlawful wea- 


pons, on the 21ſt of Auguſt” laſt, 
Henourable Mr. Juſtice Wilmot, one 


two hundred ſeagues to the weſt of 


Cape Finiſterre, whereof he lan- 


guiſhed to the iſt of September and 
then died. E 
The ſaid Joſeph Halſey was in- 
dicted a ſecond time for the murder 

of 


ok Daniel Davidſon, ahother mariner, Richardſon, the juſtice who com- 


on board the ſaid ſhip Amazon, by 


ſtriking him with a certain weapon 


called a pitch mop, and by Kicking 
him with the right foot on the ſto- 
mach, hips, and back-fide, the ſhip 


being then about 120 leagues to the 
weſt of Cape Finiſterre, of which 
ſtrokes he languiſhed ſome days, 
till about the 4th of September, and | 

FEE whether from reflection on what they 


then diet. 

To theſe two 
ſoner pleaded not guilty, and put 
himſelf for trial on God and his 
country. - 5 

The trial laſted ſeveral hours, in 
which it muſt be owned the three 
witneſſes againſt him laid very hard 
and cruel things to his charge, which 


if true and admitted, could not fail 


to condemn him. | 
But the evidence of the two firſt, 
viz. Thomas Sims and William 
Mitchel, was neither entirely con- 
ſiſtent or unſuſpected in itſelf, nor 


trial. 
And as to the evidence of Simon 
Bazaro, an Italian ſeaman, put a- 


board the Amazon, from the Sphinx 


man of war, after the death of Ed- 
wards, tho' nothing material ap; 
peared in court to impeach it, yet it 
is ſaid to be much aggravated above 

what he ſwore before Sir William 


indictments the pri- 


eſpecially by acknowledging 


mitted the priſoner, . 
On laying the whole evidence to- 


gether, the jury, it is ſaid, were in- 


clined to bring him in guilty of man- 


laughter only, but being informed 


by the court that they muſt find him 
guilty or not guilty, he was brought 
in guilty, which verdict ſome find- 
ing reaſon to be diſſatisfied with, 


heard in court, or what they heard 
afterwards, (which indeed ſtrictly 


was no evidence) they met all toge- 


ther, with a view to apply for mercy. 
in the priſoner's behalf, on the day 


before his execution; but not agree- 


ing in their opinions, nothing was 
done; | | ES 
Saturday March 1oth, Joſeph Hal- 
ſey having ſentence pronounced on 
him to die on the 12th; according 


to a late act of parliament, there was 
no time to be loft in preparing him, 
He was therefore viſited this even- 
uncontradicted by others, as may 
appear by inſpection into the printed 


ing, and earneſtly applied to, in or- 
der to give him a ſenſe of his ſitua- 
tion; preſenting to his thoughts the 


tremendous, and all- ſearching judg- 
ment of God, and exhorting him 


inſtantly to prepare himſelf by true 
repentance, and a lively faith, and 


his 


crimes, and the juſtice of his ſen- 
tence, But he perſiſted to aſſert, that 
he Was as innocent as a child of the 
8 mur- 


—— — 2881 — _- wx: + 
* . 


the witneſſes had ſworn. falſely a- 


gainſt him; earneſtly wiſhed his 


Majeſty King George knew his in- 
nocence, and aſked, is there no way 
of: making it known to him, and 
getting off this ſentence ? He was 
convinced by many reaſons of the 
great difficulty, if not impoſſibility 
of this; that his trial was over, and 
bis lot caſt, and now fixt as dooinſ- 
day; and that he ſhould turn his 
whole thoughts and attention to that 
only. He was aſk'd, if innocent, 
why he ſeemed ſo eaſy, and uncon- 
cerned, and reſolute on his trial; and 
why he did not make a better de- 
fence? He anſwered, that knowing 
his own innocence, be truſted in God 
that they ſhould not be able to hurt 
him. 1 his he ſpoke with ſuch an 
air of integrity, and apparent ho- 
neſty, as it muſt be owned, gave 
me a different turn in his favour, 
from the light he appeared in during 
his trial. He added, that he would 
have ſpoke to the court ſeveral times, 
when he heard falſe witneſs born a- 
gainſt him; but when he attempted 
to interrupt the courſe of proceeding, 
ſome near him cried out, huſh! you 
muſt not ſpeak now; and that when 
it came to his turn to make his de- 


fence, he could not for his awe and 


confuſion, (having never been in a 
court of juſtice before) recollect what 
he 2s to ſay, eſpecially thoſe parti- 


41 


murders laid to bis charge, and- that 


culars, in -which he could mink 
the evidence that moſt affected him. 
Beſides, having counſel employed for 


him, he had left it to them : but as 


they could not foreſee all that might 


be faid by the witneſſes againſt him 


on the one hand, nor be as conſcious 


of his innocence as he was, or might 
be himſelf, on the other, they could 
not point all their queſtions ſo pro- 


perly as himſelf, had he the {kill and 
addreſs to propoſe them in his own 
defence. 

However, he now 4 in the 
moſt poſitive terms, as if he were 
to die that inſtant, that he ne- 
ver ſtruck any man with a hand- 
ipike in his whole life; and he 
took pains ſeveral times to explain 
the difficulty and improbability of 


ſtriking with a handſpike, being all 


laſhed down under the long- boat, 
during a voyage; beſides, that it is 
too heavy and unwieldy to ſtrike 


with, That the boys who wit- 


neſſed this againſt him, had been 
tutored and told by a certain per- 
ſon, that if they did not mention 


this, or ſome unlawful weapon uſed 


by him againſt the deceaſed, in 
correcting them, he could never 


be committed to priſon : - which 
they had all agreed he ſhould be, 
for their own reaſons. That the 


ſhort defence he made in court 
was ſtrictly true, viz: 


« That he 


© never ſtruck one of them, but 
cc about 


41 


ve about four blows to one, and twelve 


ce blows to another, for not pump- 
« ing when they were able.” And 


that the ſhip muſt fink if he had 
Not obliged them by proper cor- 
rection to p; that the maſ- 
ter, Captain Gallop, being fick, and 
the care and command of the ſhip 
Jeft to him, he could not bear 
the reproach of letting her foun- 
der, and the crew periſh with 
her, for want of carrying a 
per command; ſuppoſing he him- 
Telf might have eſcaped in the 
Jong- boat, and got to anether hip 
in the fleet; what would the 
other captains have ſaid to bim in 
that caſe? That as to the ſhort 
allowance he was charged with 
confining the deceaſed to, he had 
given them all that was ordered 
chem by the ain; 
out of Jamaica with about five 
weeks proviſione, which Halſey 
told him, and blamed him for it; 
the whole fleet alſo being ſhort ; 
and had a long paſſage of twelve 
weeks. And this ſhortnefs of pto- 
viſion was one 'reaſon he gave for 
his unwillingneſs to get more hands 
from on board the king's ſhip, nor 
could he defire it, or make a ſignal 
without Capt. Gallop' s order, how- 
ever preſſing the hands might be, on 
account of their unwillingneſs or ina- 
bility to work, 


who came 


negative arguments apainſt the vera- 
city of the witneſſes, may ſeem now 


to carry ſome weight with them. 
For if one murder, much more, if 


two, were actually committed in a 
ſhip, in company with a large fleet 
of merchantmen, under convoy of 
two-of his majeſty” s ſhips, with ſome 
of whom they had intercourſe more 
than once, and might have daily, 
why did they not accuſe, arreſt, and 
confine the murderer, and bring him 


home in irons, placing another com- 


mander in his ſtead ? for if they then 


knew, and believed he had murder 
ed two of their crew, Capt. Gallop, 


or they, ſhould, nay they mult have 


done thus much for their own ſafe- 
ty, tho' they diſregarded juſtice, 
and the cry of Mad. But if. rhey 
had not then ſufficient reaſon to 
know, and believe him guilty f 
theſe murders, when the death of 

them was-recent, tis impoflible w_ | 

cou 


new reaſon for this charge c 


have riſen afterwards, nor is it pre- 


tended. 
Or if they could not PIER this 


. cruel and bloody commander till he 


brought the ſhip to port, why did 
they not impeach him at Plymouth, 


during two or three weeks ſtay there? 


or, at worſt, why not in the river as 
ſoon as he arrived ? why filent about 
this for ſome weeks? till having cor- 

J 5 | rected 


It maſt be owned then, that the. 
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the witneſſes, 


reed the two bye 


on —— RN = as any apa in 


the trial, and the ſequel. Or on his 
part, if he were conſcious of - his 


gullt, and that there were three or 


- More witneſſes on. board with him 
- who could prove it, why did he not 
flee and eſcape, as he eaſily could, 
from Plymouth or London? why, 
on the other hand, did he, behave 
-himſelf-{o unre ſerved and fearlefs in 
his duty a- board, as to correct theſe 
boys, and diſpute FI ln _—_ in 
the river? 

Notwihſtanding, 00 7 appear- 


ances, ox perhaps {urmiſes in his fa- 
vour, he ; was all along applied to 


by me, as a perſon; who muſt be 
taken for guilty, to ad againſ the 
© work: 1 


-pel on Sunday morning, be was a- 
gain applied to, in order: to move 
him to a ſenſe and confeſſion 'of his 
guilt, from Gen: ch. ix. v. 2—6. 


| ſhewing; the tender care and boun- ; 
teous proviſion of the Creator for the 


life of man above all other creatures, 
and his. ſure vengeance, on the ſhed- 


der of his blood. The fear of ou, 
5 10 main-top-pallant cle w- line, (N. B. 
this is ſald by 


and \the dread of you, ſhall be upon 


every. beaſt of” the earth, —fowl of the 
air,—-fiſhes of the ſea, into.your hand 
are they dejivered. Every moving 


21 972 


< handſpike. I never ſtruck a man 
e with the main ſheet.. 


thing that 2 eth Pall be meat for 


vou. Aud Jurely, your blood of your 
lives will I require. I hoo alla 
man's blood, by: man. 
be ſhed: for in the mage Cl Ge 


a made „ 5 


ſtall his, blaad 


Theſe and "pier proper portions 


of holy writ were enlarged on, and 


applied to him, with true N and 


hearty concern for his E. 
_which he ſeemed deeply cn 

-but inſtead of producing a CO 

be anſwered. me again a 1 — 1 


you would nat have me confe! 5 what 


I am not guilty | of, and put 1 into, my 


"hang a written paper in the follow- 
og words: 3 
1 never ack a e uh a 


1 never 


« ſtruck a man with a 4 mop. I ne- 


| ver ſtruck a man with a beylin. 
Therefore when call'd up to ahi = 
5. bam. 
:« (i e. Daniel Davidſon) was OVEr- 
„ board, J.“ tor nien: tim, but jurapt 


« I never faid, a man Ham 4. Abrg- 
1. never faid, Nen he 


5 8 over- board after higg a8, Kaff, as 
« poſhble, and got h 3-08, 19 
And I never hindered. hm from 


going down below. 1 God 


* is my judge, I never_uſed, aby 
te thing to lick them with, but the 


ſeamęn to he. a 
ſmall cord, rather ſoft than hard ) and 


£5. One day, with a half made point, 


& Cne 


rere 
« 1 _ * ow : 
a 


A . -by 
* E * } 


one blow or ſo. 
«hindered him from as much 


but he. petſiſted inn 
cence in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


viſion as Capt. Gallop ord 
and I never tied him up to * 


, him in my life, and all this is ſwore 


«falſe againſt me as God is true.“ 
Having read this, he was aſk'd, whe- 


ther he had delivered this paper to 


the court before ſentence? he ſaid, 
he had not. However, being again 


| pers and applied to with all ima- 


ble motives to à true confeſſion 


«of +is guilt, if guilty ; he anſwered, 


that being now paſt all hope of 


poardon or reſpite, he was under no 
© temptation to deny: the truth, being 


convinced it could not hurt him, 
etſiſted to aſſert his inno- 


upon all the hopes of his falration, 


75 and as a dying man. 


He, with the other priſonets, was 
vifited again for two hours on Sun- 


day afternoon ; and ſo twice daily 
till the morning of his execution. 


But as he 
day the 1 
his ſentence, he wrote a letter to his 
mother on the 1 


expected to die on Mon- 


ſatisfaction of the publick, has per- 
mitted it to be printed; and I can 
akteſt it to be in the fame hand- 


writing with the aforecited paper, 


which he delivered me with his own 
hand, 


And 1 725 | 


1th, which he de- 
 livered to a friendly captain, to be 
| forwarded. to her, but who, for the 


"March, 11, 17 9 
Deareſt dear ET dutiful mother, 


« T am very ſorry to let you 


know, that I am forced to depatt 
« this life; I was tried yeſterday by 
« the court of admiralty for my life, 


« and am to die to-morrow, and 


« all by Simmes's ſon and another 
 -v6 Boy? _ an Italian, by falſe 
« ſweari 

% ſwore 555 
is true, and he has took pleaſure 
* in taking away 
e make yourſelf uneaſy, for God's 
fake, mother, I am only going out 


inſt me, and has 
me as falſe * as God 


my life; don't 


« of the world a little 24 for it, 


and J am in hopes to reſt with 
my Maker, for ever and ever, 
« time without end. But this. world 
« js only a ſmall ſpace of time for 
-« man to dwell in, and as 1 die in- 


« nocent, I hope God will find me 


-« reſt. And mother I am in hopes 
"© to meet you in heaven, and my 
de father, brother, and fiſters, and 
„ all, If Capt. Gallop 


inſtant, according to 


had lived, 
te this never would have been, ' for it 


cc was as much a I could do to Keep 


te the veſſel above water, and ex- 
e pected every moment when to go 

« down to the bottom, and I had 
* only one man in my watch, and 
« we uſed to take it turn and turn 
« about; and at this time, theſe 
46 people were as able to pump as 
« we, and as they would not, I 
— © firuck 


TOI. 


471 


« ſtruck them with the mains top- 
© gallant clew, and that is all as 


0 ever I did to them. And five or 


4 ſix weeks after that they ficken- * «© So no more from your poor 


ee ed and died, but died with their 


« On diſtempets. We were arrived 


tc {even weeks before ever ſuch a 
e thing was mentioned, and all con- 
te trived by a Jumper and Simmes's 
e ſon —I have been in the New- 
et Tail ever ſince the firſt of No- 


s vember, and now in Newgate in 
c the cells, where all condemned 


people are. There is no body 


wel knows, but God alone, what 1 


e have ſuffered, and now a-going 


ec to a place of reſt 1 hope. I would 


« have my ſiſters and brother, and 


cc all of you conſider of the future 
tc ſtate, and live in the fear of God, 
ce for you don't know how Joon 
% God will call you 
% of all your former tranſgreſſions, 


to an-account 


and if any of you live long 


„ enough in this world, you will 
i ſee the curſes of God Almighty 
_ « follow Simmes's ſon, for falſe- 
e ſwearing. away my life : 


I am 


« very ſorry mother, to think I 


« theſe rogues.—— It has coſt me all 


„ my wages, venture, and life.— 
..« Don't make yourſelf uncaſy,” for 


e jt cannot be help'd ; III ſend you | 


„ home my ſhirts, buckles, and 


« hat. Remember me to, &c. 


<« and unfortunate ſon in this life. 
„ Joſeph Halſey.” LEG. 


Ma was-barn of creditable hon 
at Boſton in New-England, who 
gave him a decent and religious edu- 
cation, to .which were added ſuch 
inſtructions as qualified him for the 
ſea, which he has followed about 
ten years, being now about his 23d 
year. He had been but one voyage 
to London before this, about feven 
years ago. His father was a mathe- 
matical inſtrument maker at Boſton; 
and his grandfather, if I remember, or 
great grandfather, had been Knight 
for Hertfordſhire 30 years ; this was 


his own expreſſion. 


Being aſked about the infinuation 


- thrown out againſt him by the witneſs 


William Mitchel, 


as if ignorant 


of navigation and the command of 


the ſhip; 


he aſſerted it to be 
roundleſs and malicious; to which 


| may be added the teſtimony of 
„ ſhould be call d fo ſoon out of 
« this world by an untimely end, 

« for I had always hopes of helping | 
„ you, and ſhould have done very 
„ well, had. it not have been for 


an experienced captain in bis fa- 
vour, who has uſed the Boſton trade 
many years, and ſaid, he was known 
to be as ſkilful a ſeaman as any young 
man of his age. : 
On Monday and Tueſ ay the 
12th and Izth inſtant, execution 
was reſpited, tis ſaid, on ac-: 
count 


(8) 
he endeavoured: to win over his at- | 
tention and affections to his cauſe: ;. 


| connt of the tide not ſerving at 
the proper hour. This awakened 
his own endeavours, and thoſe of 
ſeveral others, moſt * them with- 
out his knowledge, to fave nis liſe; 
but without ſucceſs, He received 


the Holy Communion ia the af- 


ternoon of the. 13th, and having 
renewed: his moſt ſeriaus declatati- 


ons of his : innocence, he ſeem d . 


refgn'd to his hard Io. 

- During. the interval, ſhave aas it 
e, between ſentence and exęcu- 
tion, attempt; were made to ſeduce 
bim to what is call d the Catho- 
dick. Religion, and books put in- 
to his hands for that purpoſe, even 
in our: chapel; but when he o- 
pen d, and read the title and the 
contents, he forthwith return'd them 


ſo cloſe application made to per- 
vert him while ſitting in the Preſs- 
yard by a young perſon about his 


own age, who ſeem'd to give him 


much good and ſerious ad vice, tell- 


ing him he had tried all religions, 
and found reſt and ſatisfaction on- 
ly in the Roman-Cetholick-Church : 


that by turning to that faith, he 
had diſobliged all his friends and 
his father, 
and kept an <quipage ; greatly ex- 
toll'd the piety, devotion, and ſttict 


faſting of the Catholicks. With 


ſuch inſinuations, true or falſe, 


who lived at Briſtol, 


in which the zeal: of this exile. 
ry is remarkable: for this ſame 


perſon was before ſeen to watch 
his motions and the iſſue of his 
trial, and join'd bimſelf in conver- 
ſation with a New-England capt. 


whom he obſerv'd i to ſpeak favour- 


ably of Haliey's cauſe, to whom 
be introduced himſelf by ſaying, 
he believed be was innocent. This 
little aneodote came icin the ſaid 
captain, 
partly from Haiſey, who rejected 


and the iubitance of it 


their afliftance, telling them he 


knew nothing of their religion, 


that he was bred in the church 


of England, and p live and 
die in it. 5 „ 
- without farther notice; he. had al- 


The * before execution, mr. 
Eds viſited him, and; be- 


ing ſway dd by the appearance and 
ſtrong aſſertions of, his innocence, 


was ſo good as to intereſt himſelf, 


and take much pains to get. him 
a reſpite, He gave the following 


account of the riſe and n 
of the proſecution. 
That having been appriled of 


the ſhip's. arrival, wherein his fon 


died, and found her out with 
ſome difficulty, going on board 
to enquire about his ſon's death 


and effects, he met Thomas Sims 
on the deck, and aſked him ſome. 


queſtions 
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Whatever other queſtions he put 


* 


* 


queſtions relating to his ſon, ſay- 
ing, he heard a report that he 
was ill uſed and beaten, and de- 


manded if it was ſo ? the boy, af- 


ter ſome pauſe, anſwer'd, no; 10 
more than is common aboard ſhips. 


to him about his ſon's death, mr. 
E-——— ds acknowledges he return- 
ed home ſatisfied 
mind, that his fon had no foul 


play; and without any thoughts 
of a proſecution. - He farther ſays, 


he then gave Tom Sims a ſhilling, 


and bid him keep his ſon's old 


ſea clothes as being uſeleſs to him ; 
and he obſerv'd that the cabin-boy, 


William Mitchel, was then preſent, 
heard theſe queſtions, and faw all 
of Davidſon. But. in court he 


that paſs d, but ſaid nothing. 

The. next day mr. E——<ds ſitt- 
ing down to dinner was call'd on 
by a ſtranger, one W—-—n a 


 lomper; who renew'd this ſub- 
jet, ſaying there was much talk 


and noiſe about the unfair death 


ot his ſon, &c. This not only 
*\ - ſpoil'd his dinner at preſent, but 
| ſet him to examine the matter a- 
gain, and made him reſtleſs till 


ls of; 
i 


4 


he carried on the proſecution, 


which the two boys now ment:- 
oned were the. principal witneſſes. 
Halſey being . aſk'd if any difference 
had happen'd between him and 
this lumper; anſwer'd, that the 


4 
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in his own 


owners having agreed with him to 
unload the ſhip at a certain rate, 
by the caſk or hogſhead, he would 
however have his men paid odd, 


half days, or by the day, which 


Halſey not complying with, he 

ſtir d up this proſecution againſt 
him, by | 
As to the teſtimony of Baſaro 
the Italian ſeaman, it is affirmed 
by ſome perſons who heard it, 
that it differ d much from. itſelf before 


the juſtice, and on the trial. For 


that he never ſaid before the juſt- 
ice that Halſey had ſtruck David- 
ſon with a mop, but only puſh'd 
him with a mop; and was very. 
cautious in his evidence, not charg- 
ing him with the hurting or death 


faid much more, that he ſtruck 
him three or four blows in the 


' breaſt, with the head of the mop; 


that having his breeches about his 
legs, he fell down and was ſhov- 
ed off the quarter-deck with. the - 
mop by Halſey; and that he 


believed this ſtriking, ' &c. to be 


the occaſion of his death.” 
But in the firſt part of bis evi- 
dence, he had own'd Halſey behaved 


Well to the men; and in the anſwers b 


to his erbfg- examination, he own'd, 
that David bun le after his 
death, had no marks of blows on 
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.of this ennſaRtiog Eialy ge 
the: following account, on the Word 


of ad ying man; that he had Capt. 


Gall6p's orders tb make the men 


come on deck daily and clean them 
that Hilſey had tied up Davidſon 


ſejves ; that this Davidſon: : being 


call'd up for that purpoſe, was found 


very naſty and foul, and yet would 


_ 7 ſtock ſtill before the compa- 
nion door, where the ſmell of him 


wis very offenſive; and being bid 

forward and” clean himſelf, he 
— not budge; ſo Halſey, unwil- 
ling to touch his foulneſs with his 
hands, took the mop to puſh him 
away, but neither ſtruck, nor hurt 
him with the mop. And whereas 


William Mitchel depoſed, that he 


had ſtruck Davidſon with a new 
Point, which is a flat rope for reef- 


ing the fail; Halſey explained this 


to be an old one, ſplit in two, and 
grown ſoft with wearing, and which 
wonld not hurt a child. Another 
charge againſt him by the ſame wit- 
neſs was, that he had beaten the 
men with a loom of an oar, that is, 

the broad flat end of an oar, which be 
had cut upand kept for that purpoſe. 
This Halſey affirmed to be thus; 
he was chopping up an old broken 
oar for chips to kindle the fire, 
when one of the men paſſing by, he 
Nap'd him in jeſt, with the flat 


piece he held in his hand, and then 


put it in the fire. In this mah- 
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ner may'a falſe witneli pervert h —— 
leſs ot unmeaning rifles into the 
guilt of murder. 

But the worlt and moſt dange- 
rous part of Mitchel's evidende was, 


to the {hrouds, and whip'd' him 
ſeverely the day before his death: 
Whereas,' beſides the improbability 
of his being able to hold him up in 
the air and tie him, ſingle handed, 
Halſey has moſt ſolemnly denied. 
that ever he tied him up to lick him 
in his: life. 

Accuſed perſons, - partictlatiy 
ſtrangers, are often loaded and op- 
preſſed. with falſe reports. Of this 
an inſtance is ſaid to have happen' d, 
on the apprehending of Capt. Hal- 
ſey, when rumours were ſpread, 
printed, and fold about, in ſuch 
Grubſtreet papers, as daily facrifice 
truth for a farthing, that he was 
taken up in a bad houſe, in bed 
with two common women: where- 
as, a friend of his, who was on 
board with him when taken up, 
can depoſe, that he was not aſhore, 
nor had any woman, much leſs any 
bad woman, with him in the ſhip. 

Halſey always inſiſted that had 
Captain Gallop lived, he had never 
been accuſed or impriſon'd, becauſe 
he knew his innocence and cou'd 
defend him. Being aſk'd about 
* he ſaid Gallop was on vel 
< 
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well enough three weeks at one 


time, two weeks at another, 
and * days at another; and was 
able to come on deck moſt days 


during the voyage; (as may ap- 


pear by the affidavit af Capt. Board- 


man, now in the hands of Capt. 


Cahil) and particularly, that he 


read the burial office over -one of 


the men that died, and himfelf 


over the other, He added, that 


Capt. Gallop was in no dangerous 


way; till ſome time after he arrived 


at Plymouth, and then being taken 


with a rupture, he died in the paſ- 


ſage: from thence to London, off 


Portfmouth: Now the argument 


__—v thence is, that _ he 


been guilty, or accuſed of two mur- 
ders, when Capt. Gallop arrived at 
Plymouth, he muſt have been there 
brought to juſtice. But as no hint 
was given, or ſtep taken to this 
purpoſe there, it is inferr'd he was 
then neither thougnt guilty nor ac- 
cuſed. 

On the whole affair, a perſon of 
good credit, who knew the pro- 
ceedings in this proſecution, from 
the apprehending to the execution, 
affirms, that Halſey in his defence, 
was ever conſiſtent with himſelf, 
and ſaid the ſame thing from firſt 
to laſt; and from my own ſhort ex- 


perience and obſervation, he never 
apprared to vary in his account. 


ON 
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ON 


The Morning of EXECUTION, 
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DEING vifited, he received the 


47 Holy Communion with ſeri- 
ouſneſs and devotion, his- attention 


indeed was once interrupted by 


the noiſe of the ſurrounding mul- 
titude waiting to ſee him brought 
out; inſomuch that he ſaid in the 
time of prayer; Hear what a mob 
there is, which was new and un- 
common to him, as almoſt. a 
ſtranger to this great city. To 


guard him againſt inattention or 


diſmay on this account, in theſe 


his laſt moments of preparing 
for eternity, he was exhorted to 


ſet before him the lively example 
of a ſuffering ſaviour, whom he 
was now commemorating, whoſe 
ineſtimable pattern of ſufierings is 
then moſt valuable and neceſſary 


when moſt. wanted in the great- 
eſt diſtreſſes of life, or agonies of 


death. He promiſed therefore no 


more to rega:d theſe incon ſiderable 


March the 14th. 


objects, but to fix his thoughts 


- on this and the other moſt com- 


fortable articles of his faith, and 
employ himſelf in prayer, during 
his paſſage to the place of-execu- 


tion, For this purpoſe proper ay 


of reſignation to the will of God, 
&c. were pointed out to him, 
to be uſed on the way, He was 
put in a cart between 8 and g 
in the morning, the deputy mar- 
ſhal and other proper officers of the 
Admiralty attending: one of whom 
carried the ſilver oar. After he had been 


carried part of the way, it appear d on 


enquiry, his book was not inh is hand, 
having caſually dropt it in the cart, on 
which another prayer- book was hand- 
ed to him from my coach. This he now 
and then uſed, and then appear'd 
eaſy and unconcerned, the peo- 
ple paſſing no judgment on him 
as he was carried along, but gaz- 
ing at him with a filent ſuſ- 

: Pence; 


8 


EFF 


* 


8 
98 = 


1 1 


gene; ths | tebider hetirted wornen 


Wringing their hands and ſhedding 
tears at Teeing ſo comely and well- 


looking a young man doom'd to 
unwilling, leſt they ſhould fall into 


this ſhameful and untimely. fate. 


Being carried through vaſt crouds 


all the way to that dock in Wap- 
ping, which has its name from be- 
ing the uſual place of execution, 


at low water mark, be was led 
on foot from the cart to the ſcaf- 
fold built under the free of death, 
for the convenience of ſtanding to 


pray, and ſpeak what he ne 
proper to ſay. 

Now was the time and place 
if ever to expect the ſtricteſt truth 
from him. He was therefore aſk- 


He deſired to warn all his brother 

officers on board, not to uſe any ſe- 
verity to ſeamen, in order to force 
them to pump or work the ſhip, 1. 


the like ſnare with him, and eſpe- 
cially he warned ſeamen to be obe- 
dient to their officers, and orderly i in 
all their behaviour; and he deſired 
earneſtly to exhort all his brother 
ſailors of every rank and degree, to 


avoid the too prevailing deadly ſins 


of their profeſſion; particularly com- 
mon ſwearing, diunkennels, and 
lewdneſs; the firſt of theſe be ac- 
knowledged he had been guilty of, 


but profeſſed he had always lived A 


ed if he had any thing to add to 


what he had faid before? © He 
fad n6, he had already told the 
whole truth relating to the fact he 


was to die for, and was as innocent 
of it as a babe. That he gave no 


correction or abuſe to the men 


whoſe deaths he ſtood charged with, 
except what was moderate, with 
a ſmall rope's end; or a box on 
the ear; that when he did correct 
them, it: was by the deceaſed Capt. 
Gallop's order, who would have him 
correct them more, to oblige them 
Ito pump, but he refuſed it; and 
then the captain, in order to ſhame 
them to their duty, ordered his cab- 
bin boy, William Mitchel, to whip 
them, which he did He declared 
his belief and opinion, that they 
died of diſtempers, (meaning ſcurvy 
or droply, or both) 
ing ſwell'd, and their legs broken 
out and burſt. fe 


their bodies be- 


ſober life. 5 
He join'd in prayer devoutly 5 | 
attentively, for about half an hour,. 
during which he repeated the articles 
of our Belief, and the Lord's prayer 
profeſo d his entire and humble reſig- 
nation to the will of God, his hearty 
repentance for all his paſt fins, and 
to be in CY with all men; 


pray ing repeatedly that it may pleate 


God to forgive his enemies, perſecu- 
tors, and flanderers, and to turn their 
hearts; particularly beſecching God 
to give true repentance to thoſe 
who had borne falſe witne ſs againſt 
him. This was the greater victory 
gain'd over bis own Beart, ag he 

ſeem'd to have a tendency the con- 
trary way, in a requeſt made to me 
this morning, deſiring that I would 


tead to him the 35th pſelm, both in 


1 


ecution. 


the chapel, and at the piace of ex- 
Which 1 hear inſert. 


E Plead f 
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; that. ſitrę ith we: ard j felt ten a2 
- them that 2 gin we 
* La ard 250 2 2 and bulller's : 
to hls nis, ** 1 1? 
Lring forth the» ſpear, an heb 
eee fenſecure nie Jay's whig my fark, 
n HE -- > 
* Lol then be confennded; ond put to Jhame, 
that ſeth afar n ſout $212. their be turitd ! 4040 


5 and e to ke pb that 1 3 
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ily laid their * 25 de- 


109 me without a cauſe * pca, even toithout a a 


 aiuje have they made u pit for myo,” | 


8 Let a ſuddey defirudfion come upon bin uns 


= auwares, and bis net hat he hath laid privily | 
Catch Timelf e that he 7 may fall into bis own miſe | 


* , le joyful in. the Lord: it 


rejoice in his ſaluati m. 
Wis xo Mn 72 400 fay, Lord, who is Jike 


Aus thee, who deltvereſi the poor from him that 
i te firong for him: 


„ the poor, and him 


bat is in miſery, from hi m that ſpotltth bim? 
. 11 Falſe (witneſſes did riſe 2 : pt fd ro 
I knew not 


0 charge things th t 


F read the above 


his reception 


of the holy 


reading of it; but inſtead of reading 


the fame platm to him at the place 
of execution, he Was reminded that 


he ſhould put on a more evangelic 


2 er, by forgiving and praying 


is enemies, which he readily 
complied with as before deſcribed. 
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1 Lid a 0 Lord. toith them 


pfalm to him 


. facrament, and he 
med tears Plentifully during the 


This # all the Moone. given hy me, 


(1 During a . prayerg, fin which he 
appeared to me father dejected and, 


x avergome: with. ſorcow,,” than ' dif: 


my wich feat) an unlucky; ac- 
cident, which, ſounded like the 
hurſting of, great guns very near ds. 
once. more interrupted our Attene 
tion; it was the bregkingidown and: 
fall | of a jong. ſcaffolding; at 
2 water's edge, 1 proved; 


wtoo weak for the numbers crowded) 


as wal as out prayers toward the: 


This turned, our (eyes, 
ſafety and. deliyerance of tha Ae 


fell; and, as the people repo 


were either drowning or bro en 
boned; but hearing of, ng remark 
able kuxt.. or damage done: by; the 
fall, we ; returned to! cut duty. 
After which, taking jan;hearty fares 
wel, 'on leaving, him, the Tcaffold 
was removed from under his feet; and 
he was conſigned to eternity; having 


been firſt moſt humbly and garneſthy 


commuted to God's gracious merey 
and protection. It ſhould have been 
mentioned before this, that after 
his devotion be again, repeated with 
his laſt bieath to the people, that 
he had never ſtruck à man with a 
bandſpike in all bis life, as was 
ſworn againſt him; that he neyes 
uſed that expreſſion, the man 
ſbam d Abraham; that he never 


bindered a man from — 
to ſhift himſelf, Ka. — 9 
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